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SOCHUM

Social, Cultural, & Humanitarian Committee

Agenda:

Addressing the ongoing challenges faced bY indigenous
communities, including discrimination, land rights
violations, and cultural appropriation, exploring pathways
for reconciliation and cultural preservation.

Hosted by Global Indian International School Tokyo



E% GISMUN
7,2, TOKYO2024

‘bb CHAPTER 4 SOCHUM Committee guide

SOCHUM
Social, Humanitarian & Cultural Issues (Third

Committee)

Committee Overview

History of the Committee

The Social, Humanitarian, and Cultural Committee (SOCHUM) is the third committee of the
United Nations (UN) is a committee responsible for dealing with issues regarding fundamental
human rights in the international community. SOCHUM was founded in 1945 in reaction to the

establishment of the Universal Declaration on Human Rights.

SOCHUM was significantly involved in developing the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
which was amended and passed on 10th December 1948. As an integral component of international
human rights legislation, this historic declaration established essential freedoms and rights for all

individuals.

Background information

Expanded Mandate: Over the years SOCHUM has expanded its horizon to address emerging
global issues including women and child rights, refugee status, and the protection and promotion

of cultural diversity.
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Annual Sessions: SOCHUM much like other UN Committees convenes yearly wherein member
states come together to engage and negotiate resolutions concerning various social, humanitarian

and cultural issues.

Focus Areas: With a mission to create peaceful solutions for a wide range of social, humanitarian,
and cultural challenges facing the global society, SOCHUM gets its legitimacy from the original
United Nations Charter. This body achieves this by starting research projects that support

suggestions for advancing global collaboration and everyone's right to fundamental freedoms.

SOCHUM continues to play a vital role in addressing social, cultural and humanitarian challenges
and formulating appropriate and timely resolutions promoting human rights and cultural diversity

within the United Nations.

In recent years there have been multiple new improvements and policies brought up in order to
address the circumstances of the indigenous people. This comprises the introduction of several
legislative proposals protecting indigenous people, alongside the provision of various

opportunities for schooling, culture incorporation and exposure.

Different countries have a wide range of legal frameworks and policies set out to address the
Indigenous community. Major ones include the UNDRIP and ILO Convention 169 on an

international level and multiple others on a national level varying from country to country.

I.  Land Rights Violation: Article 26 in the UNDRIP recognizes the indigenous people's rights
to their lands, territories and resources.

A. Indigenous peoples have the right to the lands, territories and resources which they
have traditionally owned, occupied or otherwise used or acquired.

B. Indigenous peoples have the right to own, use, develop and control the lands,
territories and resources that they possess because of traditional ownership or other
traditional occupation or use, as well as those which they have otherwise acquired.

C. States shall give legal recognition and protection to these lands, territories and

resources. Such recognition shall be conducted with due respect to the customs,
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traditions and land tenure systems of the indigenous peoples concerned. [13th
September 2007, United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous People,
UN, Article 26]
II.  Culture Appropriation:
A. Article 31 in the UNDRIP affirms the indigenous peoples right to maintain, protect
and develop their cultural heritage and traditional knowledge.
B. WIPO and Traditional Knowledge acknowledge the value of preserving folklore,
traditional knowledge, and cultural expressions. Several initiatives explore

legislative frameworks for the protection of indigenous intellectual property.

II.  Culture Preservation:
A. Article 11 in the UNDRIP recognizes the right of Indigenous people to practise and
bolster their cultural traditions and customs.
B. Article 13 in the UNDRIP emphasises the right to practise and proffer cultural

heritage.

Despite having numerous such policies and legal frameworks both international and national, the
level of cooperation between governments and indigenous communities, as well as the

implementation often determines how effective they are.

Implementation Challenges:

I.  Land Rights Violation: The increasing income rates alongside developing economies
means that there is more money for people to spend on housing and businesses to spend on
expanding for which often the indigenous people's land is used non-consensually and as
governments need to support the development of their economies it leads to them being
unable to take much action.

II.  Culture Appropriation and Preservation: There is often difficulty in implementing and
upholding these rights as the modern world continues to evolve and change wherein there
are various new traditions and customs alongside opposition to the customs of indigenous

people.
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Despite such challenges, the UN States continue to strive to improve and develop policies that

uphold and protect the rights of indigenous people.

Key Definitions

e Indigenous (People) - People or communities that are native to a particular region or
territory and typically have a distinct cultural, and social identity that is closely connected
to their ancestral lands and traditional ways of life.

e Culture appropriation - Culture appropriation refers to the adoption, use, or exploitation
of concepts from one culture typically without proper acknowledgement, permission, or
understanding of the cultural significance.

e Mandate - The official authority or instruction given to a committee or organisation to
carry out particular tasks or responsibilities.

e Criminalization - The process of making an action or behaviour illegal and subject to
punishment by law.

e Sovereignty - The authority of a state or government to govern itself and make decisions
without external interference.

e Sovereignty (In this context) - refers to the right of indigenous people to self-governance

and self-determination over their lands, resources, and cultural affairs.

Agenda overview

The agenda and the committee's aim/targets

Agenda: Addressing the ongoing challenges faced by indigenous communities, including
discrimination, land rights violations, and cultural appropriation, exploring pathways for

reconciliation and cultural preservation.
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Land Rights Violation: SOCHUM focuses on addressing social, cultural and humanitarian rights
and does not specifically address the land issues. However, the land of Indigenous people plays a
huge part in their culture and disturbing their land in any way is equivalent to violating their

cultural rights which is something that SOCHUM does address.

Cultural Appropriation and Preservation: While SOCHUM’s actions depend on the global agenda
and priorities, they play an important role in addressing cultural rights in the following ways: -
I.  Advocating Cultural Diversity and Dialogue
II.  Addressing Cultural Heritage Preservation
III.  Encouraging Education and Cultural Understanding
IV.  Acknowledging Cultural Appropriation

V.  Discussing Arts and Culture for Social Development

Issues faced by the committee

Resource Curtailment: Over the years SOCHUM has faced multiple issues regarding insufficient
funding. This includes insufficient funding for treaty bodies and other Social, cultural, and
humanitarian operations. The severely underfunded humanitarian operations noted in October of

2023, including concerns for adequate funding for 2024, are a notable example.

Accommodating cultural sensitivities: When addressing specific human rights commitments,
SOCHUM has had to deal with member states invoking culture, emphasising that "Sensitivities"
cannot excuse the criminalization of gender identity, sexual orientation, or racial discrimination.

This was mainly discussed in October 2018, when delegates denounced nation-specific mandates.

Response to emerging issues: Although the committee has been exceptionally effective in trying
to react swiftly to emerging issues with a plan of action, it has encountered challenges in

immediately and relevantly addressing certain issues.
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Despite these challenges, SOCHUM has played a crucial role in shaping international discussions

on social and cultural rights, human rights, and humanitarian issues.

UN Response (Actions taken):

The UN has addressed challenges faced by indigenous communities through various initiatives
that promote their rights, and address discrimination, land rights violations, and cultural

appropriation. These initiatives include:

1. UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) - This document was
adopted by the General Assembly in 2007 and sets out both indigenous people's collective

and individual rights.

2. Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples - This is an expert appointed
by the UNHRC who monitors, reports and promotes the rights of the Indigenous people.
Alongside making recommendations on how to address the issues faced by the indigenous

community.

3. UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues (UNPFII) - This is a forum that provides
advice to ECOSOC and provides a platform to discuss issues affecting indigenous

communities, including land rights, cultural preservation, and development.

4. International Labour Organization (ILO) Convention 169 - This convention is the only
international treaty which specifically focuses on the rights of indigenous people It
addresses issues including land rights and the protection of cultural heritage. This
convention also makes it obligatory/compulsory for UN Member states to consult with
indigenous people and obtain their consent before taking on any project that involves or

affects their land and culture in any way.
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Scope of Debate:

Possible Caucus Questions:

Delegates researching the agenda can consider using the following questions during moderated,
and unmoderated caucuses, and create discussions during committee sessions. These questions can

be used by delegates to explore more areas of SOCHUM.

1. What part can education play in eradicating misconceptions and prejudices about
indigenous peoples by raising awareness and understanding?

2. How can governments and international organisations support and defend indigenous
communities' land rights and sovereignty more effectively?

3. In what ways can cooperation between governments and indigenous communities foster
respectful cultural representation and engagement?

4. How can new technology assist in preserving the culture and heritage of indigenous
communities?

5. How can the media assist in representing indigenous cultures respectfully and truthfully,

avoiding stereotypes and fostering cross-cultural understanding?

Sources/Useful websites

1. Regional Cooperation, Funding Needed to End ‘Nightmare’ of Violence Lived by 1 Billion
Children around World, Mandate Holders Tell Third Committee, 9 November 2017,
http://press.un.org/en/2017/gashc4200.doc.htm. Accessed 12 February 2024.

2. 9November2017,http://press.un.org/en/2023/gashc4381.doc.htm?_gl=1%2A1cl4enk%2A
_2a%2AMTcwNj]A IMzExMy4xNzA2MDcyMTgx%2A _ga TKIBQLSX77%2AMTcw
NzM5SNzOQ5SNy4 1 LiJEuMTcwNzOwWMDIwNidwLjAuMA. Accessed 13 February 2024.
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9 November 2017, http://press.un.org/en/2018/gashc4241.doc.htm. Accessed 12 February
2024.
9November2017,http://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/1tdm23/356/76/pdf/n2335676.pdf?to
ken=cTL XL Xd8xvtg0ZhkY5&fe=true. Accessed 15 February 2024.
9November2017,http://press.un.org/en/2023/gashc4398.doc.htm? gl=1%2A90dbyv%2A

2a%2AMTcwNjA IMzExMy4xNzA2MDcyMTgx%2A_ga TKIBQLSX77%2AMTcw
NzM5NzQ5SNy41LIEuMTcwNzQwMicIMCAwLjAuMA... Accessed 14 February 2024.
“Indigenous and Tribal Peoples Convention, 1989 (No. 169).” 9 November 2017,
http://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB%3A12100%3A0%3A%3ANO
%3A%3AP12100 ILO_CODE%3AC169. Accessed 13 February 2024.

. “Press releases - Social, Humanitarian & Cultural Issues (Third Committee) - UN General

Assembly.” the United Nations, http://www.un.org/en/ga/third/pr.shtml. Accessed 13
February 2024.

. “Research Guides: Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), Drafting History: Third

Session - 3rd Committee.” UN Research Guides, 8 December 2023,
http://research.un.org/en/undhr/ga/thirdcommittee. Accessed 13 February 2024.

“UN General Assembly - Third Committee - Social, Humanitarian & Cultural.” the United
Nations, http://www.un.org/en/ga/third/68/index.shtml. Accessed 14 February 2024.

“United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.” the United Nations,
http://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/wp-
content/uploads/sites/19/2018/11/UNDRIP_E web.pdf. Accessed 15 February 2024.
“With Conflicts, Climate Change Pushing Displacement to Record Levels, Third

Committee Highlights Need to Ramp Up Refugee Funding, Address Root Causes |
Meetings Coverage and Press Releases.” Meetings Coverage and Press Releases, 31
October 2023, https://press.un.org/en/2023/gashc4395.doc.htm. Accessed 12 February
2024.
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University of Tukuba

UNIVERSITY OF TSUKUBA

- Brief Information about the University
The University of Tsukuba is one of the top national universities in Japan with diverse international
programs taught in English. The main campus in Tsukuba City, Ibaraki Prefecture, provides quick
access to central Tokyo within 45 minutes by train, plus an environment where you can concentrate
on your studies and research away from the hustle and bustle of the city.

- Available undergraduate programs in English and Application Periods

International Interdisciplinary Life and Environmental
Social Studies Engineering Sciences (Biology, Agro-
biology, Geoscience)

Global Issues

Oct. - Dec. 2024 Dec. 2024
- Jan. 2025

- Admissions Requirements
“Completion/expected completion of 12-year formal

education in a country other than Japan”
including IB DP and CBSE

*Please check the application guidelines or ask the contact
address below for more details and other conditions.

- Cost - Campus Photo Album
Admission Fee JPY 282,000 Check the pictures of our o
Tuition Fee JPY 535,800/year beautiful campus from here!l P EFELE
Living Cost

(Including accommodation) SN BRI

- Contact details

Various scholarships are available as well. ac.intl@un.tsukuba.ac.jp

Hot Topic!!

From the entrance examination for 2025 intake, the students only with Japanese passport
can apply to all 4 programs above. Please check the application guidelines for more details
of the requirements and conditions.



obal BBA In Japan

Education for Life and Leadership

NUCB Undergraduate School

AACSB

ACCREDITED

Komenoki, Nisshin Aichi Japan Tel:+81(0)561-73-3006
Email: intl_adm@nucba.ac.jp www.nucba.ac.jp/en




The University of Aizu

Education of Computer Science and Engineering in English

Top Global University in Japan
The University of Aizu was established in 1993 as the first university in Japan

solely dedicated to Computer Science and Engineering. We foster ICT experts
through content-rich fundamental education, a comprehensive choice of areas to
major in, and advanced teaching methods. We are proud of our outstanding
faculty who are experts in their specialized fields. Approximately 40% of the
faculty members are foreign nationals, which creates a high-level global
education and research environment.

Admission:

Application: End of Feb. — End of March, 2025
Enroliment: Oct.1, 2025 x

*For more information, please visit the QR

below.

Application Requirements: 1-

Academic Proficiency:

Class Xll exams, 1B, EJU, ACT, A-LEVEL, B
AP, HKDSE, STPM, UEC, or Gaokao. B

Test Scores of English:

. Submission Documehts:
Application Form
Diploma or Certificate of
Expected Graduation

- Letter of Recommendation
Academic Transcripts
- Test Score of English

A Photocopy of Passport/
Resident card

- Examination Fee 17,000 JPY

TOEFL-BT, TOEIC, IELTS, Eiken, or other

Download the
application forms

Contact Us
sgu-admission@u-aizu.ac.jp

Certified Transcript of High School

Statement of Financial Support

Hi, | am Dwitipriya ( Z"Y 7). | am a 3rd year undergraduate
student at the University of Aizu's ICTG program.

The University of Aizu's flexible educational approach, broad
curriculum, diversity and friendly atmosphere is something that
appealed to me greatly. Pursuing education here is an excellent
opportunity for learning as well as overall personal growth. You
will find just the perfect blend of a fruitful academic period and an
adventure and thrilling lifestyle. Hoping to meet everyone soon!

100%

High Employment
Rate

Our graduates are
employed at a rate of
nearly 100% every
year.

Rich Campus Life
Library, Dormitory,
and Athletic Spaces
are available on
campus.

Environment

Ratio of internet-
enable computers to
students is 3:1

Fees

Tuition fee (annual):
520,800 JPY
Admission fee:
(one-time payment)
564,000 JPY
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Study at the Crossroads of Culture and Technology

Bioenvironmental Global Business
Sciences and Economics

n

Engineering

Kyoto University of Advanced Science

OhyAC)
International Admissions Office &< admission@kuas.ac.jp O, www.kuas.ac.jp/en/ @
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1518 Kamikuratacho, Totsuka Ward,
Yokohama, Kanagawa 244-8539

Department of Global & Transcultural Studies
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Study abroad
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Students

Double Degree
Program

with SanFransisco State University

Founded in 1863 by Dr. James % e
Curtis Hepburn, Meiji Gakuin / [l s
University is one of the oldest : R
universities in Japan! intemapennl
campus situated in

Totsuka, Yokohama!

The Department of Global and Transcultural  _Join us on Social Media!

Studies was founded in 2011 and is home to
over 250 resident students!

E e
Admissions
Information!
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College of Global Liberal Arts,

L . : : : .
Dual degree program with The Australian National University

()
>

Ny College of International Relations,
American University-Ritsumeikan University Joint Degree Program

College of International Relations,
Global Studies Major

w

T College of Policy Science,
Community and Regional Policy Studies Major

P College of Information Science and Engineering,
Information Systems Science and Engineering Course

Drop by our booth to learn more! Join our events!
. "z "= E"' International Admissions Office
Futurize. __ :::E TEL: +81(0)75-465-8162 E-mail: hello@st.ritsumei.ac.jp

RRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRR https://en.ritsumei.ac.jp/e-ug/
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9:1 / 55+ / 80~ / 60+ / 90~

Of full time faculty International Partner From central
members educated students Universities Tokyd
overseas

Student to

faculty ratio Nationalities

Curriculum Tuition and Other Fees (pricesin aPY)
iCLA offers six majors: Tuition and ‘ First Year ‘ Second Year
. . Other Fees and Onwards

> Global Business and Economics

. Enrollment Fee 200,000 -
> Interdisciplinary Arts

o . Tuition, Facility and 1,596,000 1,596,000
> Interdisciplinary Data Science Equipment
> Japan Studies Total 1,796,000 1,596,000

> Political Science

Accommodation/Meal Plan (pricesin 3PY)
> Psychology

i . iCLA is a residential campus with men’s and women’s dorms
Appllcatlon dates attached to our building. Living in the dorms is mandatory
for all first year students.

Admission Category Application Period
Starting Closing Date Room and Meal Plan Fee
R Room and Utilities* 600,000/year
Spring | > Degree-seeking students Meal Plan Approx. 350,000/year
2025 | > Transfer students Nov 18, 2024 (3 meals/day on class days)
(applicants who need a student visa)
Apr 1,
> Degree-seeking students 2024
> Transfer students , Jan 24, 2025 Scholarships
(applicants who have a valid status
of residence) Amount of Exemption* Selection Criteria
Fall > Degree-seeking students | Full (100% tuition)
2025 | > Transfer students Apr 14, 2025
(applicants who need a student visa) 1l 3/4 (75% tuition) > Academic Achievement
Sep 2, .
> Degree-seeking students 2024 n Half (50% tuition) > Extracurricular Achievements
> Transfer students May 30, 2025 \Y 1/4 (25% tuition) > Financial Need
(applicants who have a valid status
of residence) v 1/10 (10% tuition)

CONNECT GeneralInquiries: icla.contact@c2c.ac.jp TEL: +81-55-224-1350 D iCLA (International College of Liberal Arts)
WITH US Admission Inquiries: iadmission@c2c.acjp  www.icla.ygu.ac.jp  (0)iclaygu [Bicta_ygu [J iclajapan




3,000 50+ #l Ranked D years 2 Languages

Undergraduate Countries & Regions  Private University in 2019, Complete B.A.and M.A. Bilingual Education
enrollment Represented by Students 2020, 2021and 2023 in “5-year Program”

*Times Higher Education
Japan University Rankings

°
3 1 M aj OFS swdents declare a major, a double major or a major and a minor at the end of their second year.

v Artand Cultural Heritage (‘9 Public Policy

?% Music &]2 Politics

{ Literature W International Relations
‘ Philosophy and Religion @ Sociology

e Economics :79_37_‘" Anthropology

n Business @ Biology

‘ History )\/“ Physics

u Chemistry

OPEN CAMPUS

7/20

At

Artes et Scientiae

(Sat), 8/16~17 (Fri & Sat)
10:00~16:00
Mitaka, Tokyo Campus

ICU Official Website
https://www.icu.ac.jp/en/ [=] % [s]

10-2, Osawa 3-chome, Mitaka-shi, Tokyo 181-8585, Japan
Public Relations Office, International Christian University E
Tel +81-422-33-3058 E-mail pro@icu.ac.jp

E:} Mathematics W American Studies

/7 Information Science ﬁ Asian Studies

Language Education @ Gender and Sexuality Studies
9 Linguistics Development Studies

. Education @ Global Studies

I Psychology '\‘ Peace Studies

-
V2% Media, Communication and Culture Q Environmental Studies

). Japan Studies

ADMISSIONS

India Senior School Certificates awarded by
CBSE, and Indian Certificates of Secondary
Education awarded by CISCE are accepted as
Educational Certification for English Language
Based Admissions (April & Sept. Entry)




TOKYO
INTERNATIONAL
UNIVERSITY

A TRULY GLOBAL
EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCE

Tokyo International University’s E-Track Program provides
students from around the world the opportunity to earn a degree
in an all-English curriculum from the heart of Japan. As a leading
international university, TIU will help you grow and develop the
skills you need to launch your global career.

BUSINESS
ECONOMICS

The Business Economics major is
for students who aspire to work in
the fields of international business
or economic policy. In this major,
students learn economics in a
composite framework and explore
ways of applying their knowledge

DIGITAL BUSINESS
AND INNOVATION

The Digital Business and Innovation
major is for students who wish to
learn about the latest digital
technologies and develop the skills
needed for true innovation in the
business world. It contains the key
concepts of digital transformation,

in the business context. such as Al, big data, and fintech.

NEW
IKEBUKURO

INTERNATIONAL
RELATIONS

The International Relations major is
for students who strive to
contribute to international society
from a global perspective. The
central themes of the major include
international cooperation, as well as
the nature and causes of conflict,
poverty and war.

i

S |

TUITION REDUCTION
SCHOLARSHIP

1N %

WHY CHOOSE TIU

Practical courses to refine skills
World-class diversity in the capital of Japan
Active learning, small classes

Japanese courses for your career

Study opportunities

WE OFFER

Model United Nations
SCHOLARSHIP

CONTACT US

TIU E-Track Admissions Center

4-23-23 Takadanobaba, Shinjuku, Tokyo
169-0075 Japan

Tel: 03-3362-9644
E-mail: etrack-admissions@tiu.ac.jp
https://www.tiu.ac.jp/etrack/
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OUR COURSES

Accounting Information Techology

Diploma of Information Technology
CRICOS Course Code: 1056878

Diploma of Accounting
CRICOS Course Code: 105688A

Bachelor of Information Technology
CRICOS Course Code: 105686C

Bachelor of Accounting
o CRICOS Course Code: 099311M

Study in
Australia

Master of Information Technology
CRICOS Course Code: 113602A

Master of Professional Accounting
CRICOS Course Code: 114297H

Master of Professional Accounting Advanced
CRICOS Course Code: 114298G

Australia offers world-class
education, diverse cultural
experiences, and a welcoming

Entrepreneurship and Innovation English for Academic Purposes

environment in stunning
natural surroundings.

Diploma of Entrepreneurship and Innovation
CRICOS Course Code: 105689M

Bachelor of Entrepreneurship and Innovation
CRICOS Course Code: 099312K

EAP Course - 12 weeks

CRICOS Course Code: 105993C

EAP Course - 24 weeks

CRICOS Course Code: 105992D

WHY CHOOSE CIHE?

Small classes / individual attention

Very low student / teacher ratio

One-on-one assistance with English language development
Dedication to success for our students

Industry linkages

Support for transition into your career

Courses taught by PhD-qualified academic staff
Merit-based scholarships

Internship opportunities available in all courses

Employment assistance

Central location with excellent public transport links

Crown Institute \‘;’I ﬂ @)@’ %

of Higher Education =
Further
Scholarship

Course CIHE
Promotions Careers

Internship
opportunities

1300171094 & info@che.eduau & www.che.edu.au
TEQSA Provider ID: PRV 14301 | CRICOS Provider Code: 037448 | ABN: 22 611 573 301

OUR CAMPUSES
North Sydney Campus: 116 Pacific Highway, North Sydney NSW 2060
North Sydney Campus: Level 5, 213 Miller Street, North Sydney NSW 2060
Sydney CBD Campus: Level 11, 307 Pitt Street, Sydney NSW 2000

Sydney CBD Campus: Level 5, 303 Pitt Street, Sydney NSW 2000

Hurstville Campus: 2 Woodille Street, Hurstville NSW 2220

Canberra Campus: Level 1, 5 Fussell Lane Gungahlin, ACT 2912

Receive up to 15% scholarship each
semester based on the discounted price.
Average High Distinction Discount

Eligible students receive 3 months
guaranteed internship within their
field of study at well established
Average Distinctiof % Discount companies.

Average Credi Discount
Conditions apply.

Sign up and recieve between 20 to 30%
on our Bachleor and Master courses.
Conditions apply.

Professional career coaching is
available at CIHE. This service enables
students to maximise their opportunity
for employment.




