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WFP 

World Food Programme 

Committee Overview 

 

History of the committee 

 

 

The World Food Programme is the world’s largest humanitarian organization saving lives in 

emergencies and using food assistance to build a pathway to peace, stability and prosperity, for 

people recovering from conflict, disasters and the impact of climate change. WFP’s role in over 

120 countries continues to work towards its main goal of achieving a world with zero hunger.  

 

Establishment: The WFP was established in 1961 with the sole purpose of providing support to 

achieve a world with zero hunger. Initially designed for a temporary three-year mandate within 

the FAO (Food and Agriculture Organization), the WFP evolved from a US program, Food for 

Peace. The organization is committed to furthering the second of the UN's 17 Sustainable 

Development Goals, Zero Hunger, which aims to eliminate hunger, ensure food security, 

improve nutrition, and promote sustainable agriculture around the world by delivering food to 

areas in need. 

 

In September 1962, a few months following its establishment, WFP had provided its emergency 

aid to victims of the Iran earthquake. Typhoons in Thailand to the war refugees of Algeria, all 

were assisted by WFP. The first development program was launched in 1963 for Nubians in 

Sudan and in that pivotal year, WFP secured approval for its school's meal project in Togo. 

 

In recent years, the WFP has faced unprecedented challenges amidst global crises, including 

conflict, natural disasters, and the COVID-19 pandemic. The committee has been at the forefront 

of providing lifesaving food assistance to millions of people in need worldwide, often in the most 
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remote and vulnerable communities. With the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, the WFP has 

played a crucial role in addressing the pandemic's impact on food security, ensuring that food 

systems remain resilient and accessible to all, particularly the most marginalized populations. 

 

Background information  

 

 

The WFP holds annual sessions thrice a year and comprises the executive board and other 

members from the UN or FAO. Policies are reviewed and updated, annual performance reports 

are evaluated and members come together to discuss ideas regarding the food crisis in various 

parts of the world. The 2023 annual meeting stated that the gap between funding and 

humanitarian needs has widened due to new conflicts such as those in Ukraine and Sudan, 

pandemic aftershocks, and more. 

 

WFP is the largest humanitarian organization to implement school feeding. The homegrown food 

provided increases the nutrition of children and also boosts the economy of smallholder farmers. 

WFP comes together with UNICEF and implements various techniques to make children's food 

safe, nutritious, and hygienic.  

 

Over the course of 20 years, WFP has focused on introducing gender policies from a women-

centered approach and eliminating gender disparities in terms of food insecurity. It participates in 

two global joint programs which center on gender equality initiatives.  

 

WFP is instrumental in constructing pathways to peace. The ongoing war in Ukraine has resulted 

in WFP’s immense contribution to the victims. WFP’s programs and food exports have 

supported roughly three million people in Ukraine. 

 

In recent decades, various organizations have stepped up to provide emergency food to countries 

struggling to achieve food security. All of these groups share the goal of eradicating global 
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hunger. Among these committees are the FAO (Food and Agriculture Organization) and the 

Committee on World Food Security (CFS). 

 

 

Key Definitions 

 
 

● Climate Shocks: 

Sudden and extreme weather events, such as droughts, floods, and storms, that disrupt 

agricultural production, food supply chains, and livelihoods, exacerbating food insecurity 

and vulnerability in fragile states and conflict zones. 

● Malnutrition: 

A condition resulting from inadequate intake of essential nutrients, including 

undernutrition, micronutrient deficiencies, and overweight/obesity, which undermines 

health, development, and productivity, particularly among vulnerable populations in 

fragile contexts. 

● Food Insecurity: 

The lack of consistent access to sufficient, safe, and nutritious food to meet dietary needs 

and lead an active and healthy life, often exacerbated by conflict, displacement, poverty, 

and environmental shocks, leading to hunger and malnutrition. 

● School Meals: 

Nutritious meals provided to schoolchildren as part of educational programs to improve 

nutrition, learning outcomes, and school attendance, particularly in fragile states and 

conflict zones where food insecurity and malnutrition are prevalent. 

● Smallholder Farmers: 

Farmers who cultivate small plots of land using traditional or subsistence farming 

practices, often facing challenges such as limited access to resources, markets, and 

technology, yet playing a crucial role in food production and livelihoods in fragile 

contexts. 
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● Resilience: 

The ability of individuals, communities, and systems to withstand, adapt to, and recover 

from shocks and stresses, including conflicts, disasters, and economic challenges, through 

strategies such as livelihood diversification, social protection, and community 

empowerment. 

 

Agenda overview 

The agenda and the committee's aim/targets

 

Agenda: Addressing the specific challenges of ensuring food security in fragile states and 

conflict zones, focusing on conflict prevention, community-based solutions, and humanitarian 

assistance 

Impacts on Social Development: Poor nutrition can lead to various health disparities and impact 

the overall well-being of humans. External factors such as social isolation, affect marginalized 

communities and mental wellbeing. 

 

Impacts on Economic Development: Food prices may increase due to the high demand, affecting 

households with low income. External factors such as agriculture productivity of smallholder 

farmers, poverty, and healthcare costs. 

 

Vulnerable Populations: It is essential to recognize the vulnerabilities experienced by different 

groups of people and mainly focus on the development strategies for their upliftment. This 

mainly revolves around children, women, marginalized communities, and refugees.   

 

The WFP tackles a wide variety of issues related to global hunger and malnutrition. Some of the 

key concerns that the WFP focuses on are food insecurity, climate shocks, hygiene, deworming, 

gender inequality, food waste reduction, school meal programs, and conflicts and wars. 
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One of WFP’s main issues is food insecurity. In 2023, more than 333 million people are facing 

severe food insecurity. WFP works endlessly to deliver food assistance ensuring that the 

vulnerable population can access food critical for their survival.  

 

1.7 billion people have been affected by extreme climatic conditions over the past decade. WFP 

is taking various initiatives to help food insecure committees from climate shocks. Through its 

Anticipatory Action Program, WFP assists countries and localities in establishing early-warning 

systems before extreme weather events. This allows vulnerable families to prepare themselves to 

take preventive measures. WFP also informs smallholder farmers about any climatic situation 

and also provides evaluation on the relationship between food security and climate risks to 

vulnerable countries. 

 

The World Food Programme (WFP) is leading the way in battling a broad range of issues linked 

to world hunger and malnutrition. Working together with partners and stakeholders, as well as 

their annual sessions, WFP mainly prioritizes vulnerable populations to continue constructing a 

more sustainable and peaceful future for the world. 

 

Issues faced by the committee 

 

Some issues faced by the WFP in relation to ensuring food security in fragile states and conflict 

zones are as follows. 

 

Inadequate Storage Facilities: In conflict zones and fragile states, inadequate storage 

facilities pose a significant challenge to ensuring food security. Inadequate storage 

facilities also increase the vulnerability of food supplies to theft, damage, and 

contamination, further exacerbating food insecurity among affected populations. 

 

Failures in Food Systems: Failures in food systems, including issues such as poor 

agricultural practices, market inefficiencies, and inadequate access to inputs, contribute to 

hunger and limit livelihood opportunities, particularly in conflict-affected regions. 
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Additionally, conflicts often disrupt food production and distribution networks, leading to 

food shortages and price spikes. In conflict-affected areas, land may be destroyed or 

inaccessible due to violence, displacing farmers and disrupting agricultural activities.  

 

 

 

 

Violence Against Humanitarian Workers: Humanitarian workers often face security risks 

and threats of violence when operating in conflict zones, compromising the delivery of 

food assistance and other essential services. Assaults on humanitarian workers, and food 

distribution hubs obstruct the WFP's capacity to access vulnerable populations and 

deliver crucial life-saving aid. 

 

Climate Change and Environmental Degradation: Fragile states and conflict zones are 

often disproportionately affected by climate change and environmental degradation, 

exacerbating food insecurity and livelihood vulnerabilities.  

 

 

UN Responses (Actions taken): 

 

 

WFP focuses on providing life-saving relief and food assistance to vulnerable people to obtain 

peace, prosperity, and zero hunger. This leading humanitarian organization which has also been 

awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 2020 has committed to overcome these challenges by 2030.  

 

Here are a few ways in which the WFP’s efforts have addressed the challenges of ensuring food 

security: 

 

Food and Humanitarian Assistance: WFP provides food to areas affected by crises, 

supports them by supplying money, and holds various nutrition programs. For instance, 



                                                                                  
           WFP Committee guide  
 

 

Page 7 of 9 
 

in 2020, during the COVID-19 pandemic, the WFP launched emergency food 

distributions in countries such as Yemen, Syria, and South Sudan, reaching millions of 

vulnerable individuals facing acute food insecurity. 

 

Gender-Sensitive Approaches: The WFP makes sure that women and girls receive equal 

assistance, closing gender inequality in terms of food insecurity. WFP also connects with 

other organizations for the upliftment of women. In Ethiopia, the WFP implemented a 

project in 2018 aimed at empowering women through vocational training and income-

generating activities, enabling them to become self-reliant and improve their household 

food security. 

 

School Feeding Programs: The nutritious food supplied to children gives them nutrition 

and ensures better health. This in return benefits smallholder farmers whose incomes 

increase. By sourcing food from local smallholder farmers, the program not only ensures 

children's nutritional needs are met but also boosts agricultural production and income for 

local communities. School feeding programs enhance overall resilience by ensuring that 

children receive sufficient nutrition for optimal growth and learning. 

 

Social and Economic Stability: Besides meeting immediate food requirements, WFP 

strengthens local economies by providing cash-based programs, empowering people by 

providing educational programs, increasing crisis resilience, and promoting harmony and 

peace among communities in addition to promoting more social and economic stability. 

In Colombia, the WFP implemented a cash transfer program in 2019 to support 

Venezuelan migrants and host communities, promoting social cohesion and economic 

integration. 

 

To promote conditions that are favorable to both humanitarian relief and global food security, the 

World Food Programme (WFP) is essential. Its knowledge can be shared with international 

organizations to guide the creation of policies and plans that fight hunger together and solve food 

insecurity. 
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Scope of Debate: 

 

Possible Caucus Questions: 

Delegates, looking into addressing challenges of ensuring food security can consider using the 

following questions, during moderated, and unmoderated caucuses, and create discussions during 

committee sessions. Moreover, you're welcome to employ these questions to delve deeper into 

other facets of WFP. 

 

1. How does WFP rank the needs of marginalized groups in areas affected by conflict, such 

as refugees and internally displaced people? 

 

2. Which tactics have the WFP used to combat food insecurity in places where access is 

limited because of lingering war and instability? 

 

3. To effectively deliver humanitarian aid in crisis areas, how does WFP collaborate with 

other humanitarian organizations? 

 

4. How does WFP use digital and social media platforms to interact with recipients and 

push for changes to address food insecurity in countries affected by conflict? 

 

5. What impact has the situation in Ukraine had on the need for humanitarian aid and food 

security, and what part does the World Food Program play in resolving these issues? 
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- Brief Information about the University 
The University of Tsukuba is one of the top national universities in Japan with diverse international 
programs taught in English. The main campus in Tsukuba City, Ibaraki Prefecture, provides quick 
access to central Tokyo within 45 minutes by train, plus an environment where you can concentrate 
on your studies and research away from the hustle and bustle of the city. 
 

- Available undergraduate programs in English and Application Periods 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- Admissions Requirements 
“Completion/expected completion of 12-year formal 
education in a country other than Japan” 
 
*Please check the application guidelines or ask the contact 
address below for more details and other conditions. 

 

- Cost 
Admission Fee JPY 282,000 
Tuition Fee JPY 535,800/year 
Living Cost 
(Including accommodation) JPY 80,000/month 

Various scholarships are available as well. 

 

- Campus Photo Album 
Check the pictures of our 
beautiful campus from here!! 
 

- Contact details 
ac.intl@un.tsukuba.ac.jp 

 

 

 

including IB DP and CBSE 

 
From the entrance examination for 2025 intake, the students only with Japanese passport 
can apply to all 4 programs above. Please check the application guidelines for more details 
of the requirements and conditions. 

UNIVERSITY OF TSUKUBA 

  

Application: 
Oct. - Dec. 2024 
For Autumn 2025 intake 

Application: 
Dec. 2024 
- Jan. 2025 

For Autumn 2025 intake 

Hot Topic!! 

Life and Environmental 
Sciences (Biology, Agro-

biology, Geoscience) 

Interdisciplinary 
Engineering 

International 
Social Studies 

Global Issues 
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Student to

faculty ratio

90min
From central

Tōkyō

INTERNATIONAL 
COLLEGE OF 
LIBERAL ARTS

山梨県

東京

甲府

富士山

Tōkyō

YAMANASHI 
PREFECTURE

Kōfu

Mt.Fuji

Curriculum

iCLA offers six majors:

> Global Business and Economics
> Interdisciplinary Arts
> Interdisciplinary Data Science
> Japan Studies
> Political Science
> Psychology

60+
Partner

Universities

55+
Nationalities

90%
Of full time faculty 
members educated 

overseas 

80%
International

students

Application dates 

Intake Admission Category Application Period

Starting 
Date

Closing Date

Spring 
2025

>  Degree-seeking students

>  Transfer students 

(applicants who need a student visa)
Apr 1, 
2024

Nov 18, 2024

>  Degree-seeking students

>  Transfer students 

(applicants who have a valid status 
of residence)

Jan 24, 2025

Fall 
2025

>  Degree-seeking students

>  T ransfer students 

(applicants who need a student visa)
Sep 2, 
2024

Apr 14, 2025

>  Degree-seeking students

>  Transfer students 

(applicants who have a valid status 
of residence)

May 30, 2025

Tuition and Other Fees (Prices in JPY)

Tuition and 
Other Fees

First Year Second Year 
and Onwards

Enrollment Fee 200,000 -

Tuition, Facility and 
Equipment

1,596,000 1,596,000

Total 1,796,000 1,596,000 

Accommodation/Meal Plan (Prices in JPY)

iCLA is a residential campus with men’s and women’s dorms 
attached to our building. Living in the dorms is mandatory 

for all first year students.

Room and Meal Plan Fee

Room and Utilities* 600,000/year

Meal Plan Approx. 350,000/year 
(3 meals/day on class days)

Scholarships

Type Amount of Exemption* Selection Criteria

I Full (100% tuition)

> Academic Achievement

>  Extracurricular Achievements

> Financial Need

II 3/4 (75% tuition)

III Half (50% tuition)

IV 1/4 (25% tuition)

V 1/10 (10% tuition)

TEL: +81-55-224-1350

www.icla.ygu.ac.jp
General Inquiries: icla.contact@c2c.ac.jp
Admission Inquiries: i.admission@c2c.ac.jp

    iCLA (International College of Liberal Arts)iCLA (International College of Liberal Arts)
    icla.yguicla.ygu        icla_yguicla_ygu        iclajapaniclajapan
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